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(i) Within 500 hours TIS or 12 calendar
months, whichever occurs first, remove the
spar tube and inspect IAW the
Accomplishment Instructions, paragraphs
2.B.1.1 and 2.B.2. of the SB.

(ii) After accomplishing the requirements
of paragraph (b)(2)(i) of this AD, install an
airworthy spar tube before further flight.
Before installing any replacement spar tube
that has been previously installed in any
helicopter, inspect it IAW the
Accomplishment Instructions, paragraph
2.B.1.1 and 2.B.2. of the SB.

(3) After accomplishing the requirements
of either paragraph (b)(1) or (b)(2) of this AD,
as applicable, thereafter, at intervals NTE
7500 hours TIS or 144 calendar months,
whichever occurs first, remove the spar tube
and inspect IAW the Accomplishment
Instructions, paragraphs 2.B.1.1 and 2.B.2. of
the SB.

(c) An alternative method of compliance or
adjustment of the compliance time that
provides an acceptable level of safety may be
used if approved by the Manager, Regulations
Group, Rotorcraft Directorate, FAA.
Operators shall submit their requests through
a FAA Principal Maintenance Inspector, who
may concur or comment and then send it to
the Manager, Regulations Group.

Note 2: Information concerning the
existence of approved alternative methods of
compliance with this AD, if any, may be
obtained from the Regulations Group.

(d) Special flight permits may be issued in
accordance with sections 21.197 and 21.199
of the Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR
21.197 and 21.199) to operate the helicopter
to a location where the requirements of this
AD can be accomplished.

Note 3: The subject of this AD is addressed
in Direction Generale De L’Aviation Civile
(France) AD 1999–039–073(A)R1, dated
December 29, 1999.

Issued in Fort Worth, Texas, on March 21,
2000.
Henry A. Armstrong,
Manager, Rotorcraft Directorate, Aircraft
Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 00–7553 Filed 3–27–00; 8:45 am]
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AGENCY: U. S. Customs Service,
Department of the Treasury.
ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking.

SUMMARY: This document proposes
amending the Customs Regulations
pertaining to the field organization of
the Customs Service by consolidating
the ports of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and
Racine, Wisconsin and also expanding

the area of coverage in southeast
Wisconsin. This change is being
proposed as part of Customs continuing
program to obtain more efficient use of
its personnel, facilities, and resources,
and to provide better services to
carriers, importers and the general
public.
DATES: Comments must be received on
or before May 30, 2000.

ADDRESSES: Written comments may be
submitted to and inspected at the
Regulations Branch, Office of
Regulations and Rulings, U. S. Customs
Service, 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue
NW., Third Floor, Washington, D.C.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Betsy Passuth, Office of Field
Operations, 202–927–0795.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background
As part of a continuing program to

obtain more efficient use of its
personnel, facilities, and resources, and
to provide better service to carriers,
importers, and the general public,
Customs proposes to amend § 101.3 of
the Customs Regulations (19 CFR 101.3)
by consolidating the ports of
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and Racine,
Wisconsin. Both are currently listed as
ports under § 101.3(b), Customs
Regulations (19 CFR 101.3(b)). The
consolidated port would be renamed the
Port of Milwaukee-Racine.
Consolidating the two ports will reduce
administrative costs, without impairing
service to area businesses or to the
general public, and will provide a more
efficient use of Customs personnel and
resources. The proposal, if adopted, will
improve service to the public by making
better use of staffing resources.

Currently, southeast Wisconsin is
served by the Customs ports of Racine
and Milwaukee, both operating in
limited areas with minimal staffing.
Budget restrictions have prevented
Customs from allocating additional
resources to the area.

Because Racine has only one
inspector, services other than the filing
of entries and manifests are restricted. If
for any reason the inspector at Racine is
not available, service is not available
and entries must be filed at the Port of
Milwaukee. The proposed consolidation
of the ports of Racine and Milwaukee,
which includes enlarging the overall
area of the port to include four counties,
would result in providing centralized
full-time service to the entire area, not
merely service to the former ports of
Milwaukee and Racine. Personnel
would be available to perform cargo
examinations, private aircraft

processing, and other services such as
the processing of entries and manifests
on an as needed basis at the port of
Racine and all locations within this
proposed consolidation.

Current Port Limits

The current port limits of the Port of
Milwaukee are described in T.D. 72–105
(37 FR 7591) as encompassing all the
territory within the counties of
Milwaukee and Waukesha, Wisconsin.

The current port limits of the Port of
Racine are described in T.D. 54884 (24
FR 5366) as the corporate limits of the
city of Racine, the corporate limits of
the city of Kenosha, and the townships
of Mt. Pleasant and Somers, all in the
state of Wisconsin.

Proposed Port Limits

The proposed port limits of the Port
of Milwaukee-Racine will be the
counties of Waukesha, Milwaukee,
Racine and Kenosha in the state of
Wisconsin.

Comments

Prior to adoption of this proposal,
consideration will be given to written
comments timely submitted to Customs.
Submitted comments will be available
for public inspection in accordance with
the Freedom of Information Act (5
U.S.C. 552), § 1.4, Treasury Regulations
(31 CFR 1.4), and § 103.11(b), Customs
Regulations (19 CFR 103.11(b)), on
regular business days between the hours
of 9:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. at the
Regulations Branch, Office of
Regulations and Rulings, 1300
Pennsylvania Avenue NW., Third Floor,
Washington, DC 20229.

Authority

This change is proposed under the
authority of 5 U.S.C. 301 and 19 U.S.C.
2, 66, and 1624.

Regulatory Flexibility Act and
Executive Order 12866

Customs establishes, expands, and
consolidates Customs ports of entry
throughout the United States to
accommodate the volume of Customs-
related activity in various parts of the
country. Thus, although this document
is being issued with notice for public
comment, because it relates to agency
management and organization, it is not
subject to the notice and public
procedure requirements of 5 U.S.C. 553.
Accordingly, this document is not
subject to the Regulatory Flexibility Act
(5 U.S.C. 601 et seq.).

Agency organization matters such as
this proposed port extension are exempt
from consideration under Executive
Order 12866.
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Drafting Information

The principal author of this document
was Janet L. Johnson, Regulations
Branch. However, personnel from other
offices participated in its development.

Raymond W. Kelly,
Commissioner of Customs.

Approved: July 7, 1999.
John P. Simpson,
Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Treasury.
[FR Doc. 00–7556 Filed 3–27–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4820–02–P
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OPSAIL 2000, Port of Baltimore, MD

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DOT.
ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking.

SUMMARY: The Coast Guard proposes to
establish temporary regulations in the
Port of Baltimore, Maryland for OPSAIL
2000 activities. This action is necessary
to provide for the safety of life on
navigable waters before, during, and
after OPSAIL 2000 events. This action
will restrict vessel traffic in portions of
the Inner Harbor, the Northwest Harbor,
the Patapsco River, and the Chesapeake
Bay.
DATES: Comments and related material
must reach the Coast Guard on or before
May 12, 2000.
ADDRESSES: You may mail comments
and related material to Commander,
(Aoax), Fifth Coast Guard District, 431
Crawford Street, Portsmouth, Virginia
23704–5004 or deliver them to Room
119 at the same address between 8 a.m.
and 3 p.m., Monday through Friday,
except Federal holidays. Commander,
(Aoax), Fifth Coast Guard District, 431
Crawford Street, Portsmouth, Virginia
23704–5004 maintains the public docket
for this rulemaking. Comments and
materials received from the public as
well as documents indicated in this
preamble as being available in the
docket, will become part of this docket
and will be available for inspection or
copying at the above address between 8
a.m. and 3 p.m., Monday through
Friday, except Federal holidays.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: S.L.
Phillips, Project Manager, Operations
Division, Auxiliary Section, at (757)
398–6204.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Request for Comments

We encourage you to participate in
this rulemaking by submitting
comments and related material. If you
do so, please include your name and
address, identify the docket number for
this rulemaking (CGD05–99–097),
indicate the specific section of this
document to which each comment
applies, and give the reason for each
comment. Please submit all comments
and related material in an unbound
format, no larger than 81⁄2 by 11 inches,
suitable for copying. The comment
period for this regulation is 45 days.
This time period is adequate to allow
local input because the event is highly
publicized and the shortened comment
period will allow the full 30-day
publication requirement prior to the
final rule becoming effective. If you
would like to know they reached us,
please enclose a stamped, self-addressed
postcard or envelope. We will consider
all comments and material received
during the comment period. We may
change this proposed rule in view of
them.

Public Meeting

We do not now plan to hold a public
meeting. But you may submit a request
for a meeting by writing to Commander,
(Aoax), Fifth Coast Guard District, 431
Crawford Street, Portsmouth, Virginia
23704–5004, explaining why one would
be beneficial. If we determine that one
would aid this rulemaking, we will hold
one at a time and place announced by
a later notice in the Federal Register.

Background and Purpose

Sail Baltimore is sponsoring OPSAIL
2000 activities in the Port of Baltimore,
Maryland. Planned events include the
arrival of 27 Tall Ships and other
vessels on June 23, 2000 and a Parade
of Sail and scheduled departure of those
vessels on June 29, 2000.

The Coast Guard anticipates a large
spectator fleet for these events.
Operators should expect significant
vessel congestion along the arrival and
parade routes.

The purpose of these regulations is to
promote maritime safety and protect
participants and the boating public in
the Port of Baltimore and the waters of
the Chesapeake Bay immediately prior
to, during, and after the scheduled
events. The regulations will provide for
clear parade routes for the participating
vessels, establish no wake zones along
the parade routes, provide a safety
buffer around the participating vessels
while they are in transit, and in certain
anchorage areas, modify existing
anchorage regulations for the benefit of

participants and spectators. The
regulations will impact the movement of
all vessels operating in the specified
areas of the Port of Baltimore and the
Chesapeake Bay.

It may be necessary for the Coast
Guard to establish additional safety or
security zones in addition to these
regulations to safeguard dignitaries and
certain vessels participating in the
event. If the Coast Guard deems it
necessary to establish such zones at a
later date, the details of those zones will
be announced separately via the Federal
Register, Local Notice to Mariners,
Safety Voice Broadcasts, and any other
means available.

All vessel operators and passengers
are reminded that vessels carrying
passengers for hire or that have been
chartered and are carrying passengers
may have to comply with certain
additional rules and regulations beyond
the safety equipment requirements for
all pleasure craft. When a vessel is not
being used exclusively for pleasure, but
rather is engaged in carrying passengers
for hire or has been chartered and is
carrying the requisite number of
passengers, the vessel operator must
possess an appropriate license and the
vessel may be subject to inspection. The
definition of the term ‘‘passenger for
hire’’ is found in 46 U.S.C. 2101(21a). In
general, it means any passenger who has
contributed any consideration
(monetary or otherwise) either directly
or indirectly for carriage onboard the
vessel. The definition of the term
‘‘passenger’’ is found in 46 U.S.C.
2101(21). It varies depending on the
type of vessel, but generally means
individuals carried aboard vessels
except for certain specified individuals
engaged in the operation of the vessel or
the business of the owner/charterer. The
law provides for substantial penalties
for any violation of applicable license
and inspection requirements. If you
have any questions concerning the
application of the above law to your
particular case, you should contact the
Coast Guard at the address listed in
ADDRESSES for additional information.

Vessel operators are reminded they
must have sufficient facilities on board
their vessels to retain all garbage and
untreated sewage. Discharge of either
into any waters of the United States is
strictly forbidden. Violators may be
assessed civil penalties up to $25,000 or
face criminal prosecution.

We recommend that vessel operators
visiting the Port of Baltimore for this
event obtain up to date editions of
National Ocean Service Charts 12278
and 12281 to avoid anchoring within a
charted cable or pipeline area.
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